Newsletter - January 2008

Hi Everyone!

Welcome to 2008, welcome to my new website www.horsebehaviourandtraining.co.uk (go take a look!) and welcome to the opportunity to get involved with Rio and I at Oakwood Horsemanship Centre, we have a fun packed calender of events.     Yes, there have been a lot of changes over winter!!!

One Year Part Time Diploma Course in Applied Equine Behaviour

Firstly, we have developed a One Year Diploma course in Applied Equine Behaviour!  With the advice of an educationally qualified external verifyer it has been checked to make sure it is educationally sound.  It is part time so therefore acheivable, it can be taken in individual modules over the time frame that works for you.  We have made it as acheivable as possible for you.

Secondly, what makes it even more exciting is the fact that it can EITHER be seen as a diploma in its own right for anyone wishing to improve their  knowledge of horsemanship using the application of horse behaviour to train themselves and their horses OR…. It can also be for those who wish to become teachers themselves as we have developed it in such a way that it has two levels and you can therefore teach the level below once other certain criterias are met.

 Thirdly, the diploma goes hand in hand with the Equine College Courses  we developed last year..  The great news on that front is that they have been accepted by several colleges and are, as we speak, going through the process of accreditation with an awarding body, this will mean that  teachers will be needed when it spreads throughout the country, hence the development of the diploma course.  It gets better, APEL (Accredited Prior Experience & Learning)will be in place, so if you think you are at a certain level you only need to come on the appropriate assessment day, there is no starting from scratch, you will be recognised for the skill and knowledge you already have.  Please ring for more information on APEL

For more information click here: prospectus

Your Individual Road-Map

Join us here at Oakwood Horsemanship for the day or for two days.  We will begin day one by demonstrating with our horses showing you a variety of activities and talking you through the process as we go, showing you what you need to have in place in order to achieve them.  We realise that not everyone shares the same aims and goals so we will cover various aspects of ground, liberty and ridden work to show where it can all lead.  We hope this will help you identify your goals. 

The rest of the morning session will consist of:

· Learning Theory – it is so important to have a deep understanding of how horses learn and what we need to know to be able to be very good communicators

· Everyone’s individual road map, this involves discussion on where you are now and where you want to get, we set up a program to help you achieve certain goals by the end of your stay and other longer term goals.
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After lunch those that have brought horses will bring them into the arena, Rio and I will help them with whatever is needed in their own individual road map.  For those without horses on this day, it is a fabulous opportunity to observe the instructors helping individual clients and their horses whether it be in-hand, at liberty or ridden, remember, you will also be included in the individual route map program.

This is a one day or a two day course, your choice, staying over and continuing your learning for a second day will help reinforce the learning from day one and possibly set up some new goals!  

For those who are not local, depending on numbers we may be able to offer accommodation in the tipi, or give you local contacts for b & b.  Please ring or email for further information.

The cost is £100 per day with your horse.  For those attending without their horse it is £75 for day (1) (this includes the cost of the demonstration and your individual road map) and £40 for day (2).  Places will be limited to 10 horses.  

Trec Training Days (ptv) & control of paces

Yes, we have at last got ourselves organised to be able to offer Trec Training Days! Oakwood Centre is proud to boast all the obstacles you will find at an official BHS Trec Competition.  Rio has already gone to two indoor winter competitions and placed in both classes at both events, yes, I can boast on her behalf, two seconds, a first and a fourth in the Open.  I fully intend to be hot on her heels and would have been placed 2nd myself if the narrow corridor had not caught us out, but we will be ready for it next time!

Winter indoor events consist of control of paces and obstacles (ptv) which is what the training days will consist of, we have the rule book, we know the rules, we know how to get you good at this, so do come and join us, it is great fun!!!

see Trec on my Training section or go onto the official BHS site www.bhst.org.uk

2hr training sessions cost £30.00.  Bookings in advance as times need to be allocated.

We have a fun packed year ahead and look forward to seeing new faces as well as well known faces!

So all the best for you and your horse in 2008 whatever it is you wish to achieve

Very Best Wishes, Sue

Please note that cheques are made payable to Rio Barrett at Well Cottage, Chapel Lane, Oakwood, Nr. Chichester, W. Sussex. PO18 9AW

We look forward to hearing from you.
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